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Reproduction of Helix albescens Rossmiissler, 1839

(Pulmonata, Helicidae) in captivity
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Some aspects of laboratory rearing and spawning of Helix albescens from
south-western part of the Crimea have been studied for the first time. Data
on reproduction cycle, spawning, and egg survival are presented. The results
are preliminary but may be useful for the protection of natural populations
and cultivation of H.albescens in the Crimea.

N3yyenne pasmuoxenns Helix albescens Rossmissler, 1839
(Pulmonata, Helicidae) B 3KcnepHMEHTAJILHBIX YCJOBHAX

I'.B. 3YEB, O.I1. OBYAPOB, M.B. YECAJIHH

Hucmumym 6uonoeuu rxcruoix mopeii HAH Yxpaunw, 335011, Kpowm,
Ceséacmononsv, np. Haxumosea, 2

Bnepeble B 3KcnepuMeHTarnbHbIX YCNOBUAX M3y4YeHbl HEKOTOpbie acnekTbl pen-
POAYKTUBHOrO nosefaeHus n pa3smHoxkenus Helix albescens w3 ‘roro-3anagHon
uyact Kpbima, B 4aCTHOCTU: CPOKM U NPOAOMKNTENBbHOCTL PENPOAYKTUBHOrO LMKNAE,
3PPEKTUBHOCTD WM MHTEHCMBHOCTb PAa3MHOXKEHUA npou3soaguTenen, npouecc oT-
KNagKu suL, M MX BbIXKMBAEMOCTb, MHOMBMAYyanbHas abcomoTHas NNOAJOBMTOCTL M
1.n. lMonydeHHble pe3ynbTaTtbl, HECMOTPS Ha MX NpepBapuTEnbHbIM XapakTep,
6ynyT nonesHbl Kak B MNfaHe OpPraHM3auuM NPUPOAOOXPAHHBIX MEPOMPUATHI, Tak
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M paspabortku 6uotexHonorun ebipawmsaHus H. albescens B Kpbimy.

INTRODUCTION

Like some other representatives of the genus
Helix, the species Helix albescens is well known
as a “grape snail”. It belongs to edible species
of great commercial interest. H. albescens is
inadequately studied in comparison with re-
lative species from Western and Central Euro-
pe. This species is known to occur in steppes
and foothills; its geographical distribution is
closely connected with the Black Sea region
and may be designated as circumpontical. The
range extends from Turkey to the North Ca-
ucasus and Georgia, including Bulgaria, Ro-
mania, southern regions of the Ukraine and
the Crimea [Pusanov, 1925, 1926; Likharev,
Rammelmeier, 1952; Schileyko, 1978]. The
available literature contains no data on biology,
life cycle, intraspecific structure, and ecology.

In recent years, these snails are intensively

collected in many areas, including the Crimea,
due to high commercial importance and steady
demand at the international market [Bonnet
et al., 1990]. This may lead to a dramatic
decrease in the snails stocks, even to a com-
plete extinction of this species. Such situation
occurred in populations of Helix pomatia from
Poland greatly affected by a large-scale export
to France and other Western European co-
untries after the Second World War [Urbanski
et al., 1983].

Under this circumstances the survival of
natural populations and the rational exploi-
tation of H. albescens acquire scientific im-
portance. This relevant problem is assumed
to be successfully solved on the basis of basic
bioecological researches that combine popu-
lation and biocenotic ecosystem approaches.
On the other hand, the results of investigations
can be applied to the cultivation of snails.



