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The vase shells comprise a small yet widely
distributed group of common, tropical, heavy-

shelled,
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The morphology of the mantle cavity, alimentary system and male reproductive
system of Vasum muricatum (Born) is described. The alimentary system differs
considerably from that of other subfamilies of Turbinellidae and has many uniquely
derived features, including: salivary gland ducts that open outside the mouth,
a bil-lobed gland of Leiblein, and a stomach with glandular caps on transverse
folds and a single typhlosole. Comparisons with representatives of the turbinellid
subfamilies Turbinellinae, Ptychattactinae, and Columbariinae indicate that the
few features that Vasinae shares with them are likely symplesiomorphic. The
alimentary and male reproductive systems of these subfamilies appear to be
intermediate in varying degrees between the Buccinidae on the one hand and
the Muricidae.
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OnmcaHbl MOPEONOrUA MaHTUHHOM MOMOCTHM, MULLLEBAPMTENBHONW M MYXKCKON
nonosoi cuctembl Vasum muricatum (Born). MuwesaputenbHas cuctema cyuiec-
TBEHHO oOTNMuyaeTcs OT ppyrux nopcemeicts Turbinellidae u obnapaer pspom
YHUKanbHbIX MNPOABMHYTbIX YEPT, B TOM 4YMCNE: OTKPbITUEM CrIIOHHbIX MPOTOKOB
BHe pOTOBON NOMNOCTH; ABYAONbYATOM >eneson JlenbneriHa; enypkom c ixe-
Ne3nCTbIMM KONNAYKamMu Ha nonepeuHbix cknapkax. CpasHenwe V. muricatum c
npepcTaBuTeNsMKM APYrMX NOACEMENCTs Typburennmg — Turbinellinae, Ptychat-
ractinae, u Columbariinae — ceupetenbcTByer, 4TO HemHorue obume C APYrMMH
NOACEMENCTBAMH MNPU3HAKKU, BEPOATHO, CMMNNE3MOMOpPdHbI. MMuwesaputensHas u
MONOBas CMCTEMBI 3TUX MOACEMENCTB SBNAFOTCA B PA3NMUYHON CTEMEHU NepexofHbIMH
mexay Buccinidae, ¢ opHol cTopoHbl, u Muricidae, c¢ ppyrow.
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INTRODUCTION that feed on tubiculous polychaetes, infaunal
bivalves, and sipunculans [Abbott, 1959; Ban-

del, 1984; Taylor, 1984]. Approximately 27
Recent species are distributed among 7 genera

shallow-water, predatory gastropods and subgenera that together comprise the sub-



