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Some notes on the shelf and slope cephalopod
fauna of Vietnam, and a new species of Sepia
(Cephalopoda, Sepiidae) from this region

D. N. KHROMOV

Moscow City Committee of Environmental and Natural Resources
Protection, Novyi Arbat 11, Moscow, RUSSIA

On the basis of data from Russian expeditions in the Vietnamese waters
(1964-65 and 1984), the faunistic complex of cephalopods, vertical stratification
of main taxonomic groups, and biomass distribution are described. The fauna
of shallow waters is mainly represented by Sepiidae and Loliginidae. The
ommastrephid squids dominated at the depths 250-500 m, Cycloteuthidae and
Histioteuthidae — deeper, down to 1100 m.

A new species of the genus Sepia, S. vossi sp. nov. is described on
the basis of known and previously described material [Voss, Williamson, 1971;
Khromov, 1988 a, b] from Hong Kong and Vietnam. The new species combines
the characters of S. omani in_ the structure of soft body and, especially,
tentacular club, and S. rex in the structure of sepion. So the specimens of
this species were erroneously identified as S. omani or S. rex. The history
of these errors is established, and the validity of the new species is proved.

Hexkoropbie 3aMeuyanns K meabgoBod H CKJIOHOBOH (ayHe nedanonon
Boetnama u HoBwbiii BHA poaa Sepia (Cephalopoda, Sepiidae)
H3 3TOro paoHa

A. H. XPOMOB

Mockoeckuii eopodckoli kKomumem oxpaHsl OKpyxcarouiell cpeobt
u npupoonvix pecypcog, Mockea, Hoewui Apbam 11

Ha ocHoBe martepuanos akcnepguumin 1964-65 u 1984 ropoe nposepeH aHanus
pacnpepeneHus ronoBOHOrMXx Monntockoe y BbeTHama. MakcumanbHoe BupoBoe
pa3sHoobpasue oTmeueHo Ha rnybuHax po 70 M, rae M no uucny BUAOB, M
no 6uomacce pomuHuposanu Sepiidae popa Sepia n3 nogpopoe Acanthosepion
u Sepia s.str. Huxe, Ha 100-150 m, ocHoBy 6uomacchl cOCTaBnANM NONUrUHMABI,
uMcno BupgoB Kotopbix (5) 6bimo opuHakoso ot 40 po 150 M, u cenumpbl
Sepia (Rhombosepion) u S. (Doratosepion). Ha 250-500 m (ropusownt 120-240
He obnasnuBancs) M NoO 4Mcny BUAOB, M NO BMOMAcCe BbIAENAKOTCA OMMacTpedHuabl.
fny6bxe, po 700 M, NO uucny BMAOB AOMMHMPOBANM TaKXe oOMMacTpeduabl,
no 6uomacce — OHM Ke u xucTHoTeyTuabl, a ewe rnybxe — Hisfioteuthis
miranda wu Cycloteuthis sirventi. B Bepxuux ropusoHtax — po 120 m — &8
YyNoBax TaK)Ke EeOMHWMYHO BCTPEYanucb cenuonmuabl, B HMXHUX — rny6xe 300
M — Kanbmapbl cemelicte Onychoteuthidae u Chiroteuthidae, Bo Bcem puanasone
rnybuH — pasnuuHble OCbMMHOMM.

MokasaHo, 4TO AN BbETHEMCKMX BOJM, XapaKTepHa 3HauMTenbHas cTpatMdrKaums
TaKCOHOB (CEMENCTB KarbMapoB, POAOB M NOAPOAROB cenuup) no rnybunam. Mpusepen
CMMCOK rOMOBOHOrMX MOMMIOCKOB BbeTHama, npoaHanu3upoBaHHbIX aBTOPOM.

Ha ocHoBe noOBTOpHOro aHanu3a paHee OMMCaHHOTO M HOBOrO Martepuana
BbienseTcsi HOBbIM BMA PoAa Sepia, S. vossi SP. NOV. [OHKOHrcKuMe 3K3emnnsapbl
KapakaTtuy, onucaHHble Boccom u BunbsmcoHom [Voss, Williamson, 1971] kak
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S. omani n nepeonucaHHble aBTOPOM HacToswen cratbu [Xpomos, 1988a] kak
S. rex, a TaKKe BbEeTHAMCKME 3K3EeMNNApbl, paHee onpepgeneHHble Kak S. rex
[Xpomos, 1988 a, b], Ha camom pene npepcrtasnatoT cob6OM HOBbIM BMA,.

Jho [Lu, in press] nokasan, 4To HacToswme ascTpanuiickue S. rex obnaparor
6ynasol C OAMHAKOBbBIMM MNPMCOCKAMHM, COOTBETCTBEHHO HM YMOMSAHYTble BblllE
FOHKOHICKME, HU BbETHAMCKME 3K3EMMASPbI C CUMBHO Pa3MMHArOLLMMMUCS NPUCOCKAMM
6ynaBbl He MOryT OTHOCMTLCA K 3TOMY BMAY.

S. vossi

SP. NOV., Ha3BaHHbIM aBTOpomM B 4ecTb [. Bocca, Becbma cxox

c S. rex B cTpoeHun cenmoHa (OTAMHAETCA NUWb PO3OBLIM LBETOM [0PCanbHOro
wmra). MsArkMe 4acTM >KMBOTHOTO M, B 4YacTHocTH, 6ynaea, CHUNbHO HANMOMMHAOT
Takosble S. omani. PaccmotpeHa uctopus owubok B onpepeneHun HOBOro BMAA.

INTRODUCTION

The fauna of cephalopod molluscs of the
Vietnamese waters is very complex. Notwit-
hstanding the historically wide utilisation of
various cephalopods by the Vietnamese con-
sumers and stable fisheries, the cephalopod
fauna even of the shelf waters is taxonomically
insuffuciently studied. The faunas of the slope
bottom and bathyal are poorly explored.

During 1964-65 years the Russian vessels
“Orlik” and “Pelamida” have gathered a va-
luable collection of fish and invertebrates, in-
cluding cephalopods. Only a part of this col-
lection has been analyzed to this moment
— Sepiidae [Khromov, 1988 a] and the whole
species list of this collection has never been
published. In all cases this list could not be
exhausting, because two above mentioned ex-
peditions were limited only by the area of
the Gulf of Tonkin.

In the late 1970s — early 1980s, several
papers of Vietnamese scientists, devoted to
the fauna of Vietnam, were published. Nguyen
[1978] published the first cephalopod species
list for the Gulf of Tonkin. This list included
“only 25 species (of 7 genera and 4 families)
with short reviews of their depth distribution.
In 1983 [Nguyen et al., 1983] this list was
supplemented by brief data on the South Vi-
etnamese cephalopods.

Practically every new expedition to this
region and every more careful analysis of
the old collections extend our knowledge of
the composition and distribution of Vietnamese
fauna. My analysis of sepiid collection stored
in the Leningrad (now Saint-Petersburg) Zo-
ological Institute of the Russian Academy of
Sciences proved the presence of Indonesian
Sepiella weberi Adam, 1939, Australian Sepia
mestus Gray, 1849, Japanese S. carinata Sasaki,
1920 and S. lorigera Wilker, 1910 in Viet-
namese waters [Khromov, 1988 a]. One new
species of Sepiidae, Sepia vietnamica Khromov,
1987 was described from this region on the
basis of “Odissey” expedition in 1984 [Khro-
mov, 1987 ajl.

The geographical proximity of Vietnam to
the Chinese waters allows to suspect the pre-
sence in this region of several other species,
described by the Japanese scientists [Okutani
et al.,, 1987] from the East-China Sea.

Some notes on the Vietnamese fauna were
made by me in two short papers [Khromov,
1988a; 1990], but they.remain virtually un-
known for foreign scientists because of the
absense of English summary in the first paper
and the narrow distribution of the second
one, which was prepared for the ICES meeting
in 1990 as a MS. May be it is not too
bad because some errors were made in the
above mentioned papers. Sepia rex was de-
termined erroneously, in particular, and 1|
would like to revise these errors in this paper.

MATERIAL

Interesting data on the Vietnamese cep-
halopod fauna were obtained in the 33rd ex-
pedition of the research vessel “Odissey” in
September, 1984. More than 20 hauls were
made by this vessel between 10°20° and 16°20°
N, at the depth 40-1300 m. As a result, 41
species of cephalopods, belonging to 23 genera
and 13 families were identified.

A very brief analysis of this material was
published in an abstract in Russian [Khromov,
1988a]. An expanded English version of this
paper were prepared for the ICES Workshop
in 1990, but it was not presented nor pub-
lished.

Some other scientific meetings and dis-
cussions helped me to understand my errors
in identification of several species and 1 would
like to correct my mistakes in this paper.
Moreover it seems to be useful to support
or to reject my earlier published data on
the Vietnamese fauna on the basis of rea-
nalysed material.

The following list of species also includes
the species mentioned by the author in pre-
vious publications [Khromov, 1987, 1988 a,
b, 1990]. The Sepiidae species caugh in 1984
are marked by an astertsk (*).



