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A study of shells of East-European Bithyniidae (in similar species -— with
the use of comparatorial method) has demonstrated that there exist 16 species
of the family belonging to 5 genera: Bithynia (4 species), Digyrcidum (1
species), Codiella (2 species), Opisthorchophorus gen. nov. (4 species) and
Paraelona gen. nov. (5 species). All of them belong to the nominotypical
subfamily Bithyniinae whose representatives have no sexual dimorphism in the
shell shape and some species are hermaphrodites with change of sex. Brief
data on the copulative apparatus of species of the genus Bithynia and keys
for identification of genera and species are presented; besides, a key for
identification of genera based solely on characters of operculum is given. Two
genera, one subgenus and three species are described as new.
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U3yueHnne paxkosuH 6utuHmmp Esponeiickor Poccun u YkpauHbl (ans 6nmskmx
BUJLOB KOMNApPaTOPHbIM METOAOM) NMOKa3ano, 4To B Ha3BaHHbIx perMoHax obutaet
16 BupoB cemeiicTBa, oTHOcsawmxcs k 5 popam: Bithynia (4 supa), Digyrcidum
(1 Bup), Codiella (2 eupna), Opisthorchophorus gen. nov. (4 eupa), u Paraelona
gen. nov. (5. eupos). Bce onu npuHapnexxat nopcemeiictey Bithyniinae, npep-
CTaBUTENM KOTOPOrO HE MMELOT NOMOBOro AUMMOpPcdHU3Ma B OpPMe PaKoBMHbI,
a HeKoTOpble U3 HUX — repmadpoauTbl co cmeHor nona. lpusepeHbl kpartkne
cBeaeHMs O KOMynaTMBHOM annapate Bupos Bithynia, a Ttakke Tabnuupl pans
onpepeneHus POAOB M BMAOB, KpoOme TOro, fAaHa Ttabnuua ans onpepeneHus
popoB No opme M CKynbnType Kpbilweuku. [lBa popa, opuH nopgpop u Tpu
BMOA OMMCaHbl KAaK HOBble AAS HAYKM.

INTRODUCTION biidae) is rather ancient and known at least

from Jurassic and, possibly, Carboniferous (Be-

The family Bithyniidae (often regarded as renicia). The family is distributed throughout

a subfamily within the large family Hydro- the Old World and also in Australia (Bithynia



