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Scissurellids (Gastropoda, Scissurellidae)
from the Upper Eocene of Ukraine
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Paleontological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences,
Profsoyuznaya, 123, Moscow, 117647, RUSSIA

Some problems of taxonomy of the Scissurelidae are considered. In the
territory of the former USSR fossil representatives of scissurellids are recorded
for the first time. Five species of scissurellids are described from Mandrikovka
Layers (Upper Eocene) of Dnepropetrovsk. Four of them are new: Scissurella
cupelliformis, S. dolioliformis, S. tinaeformis, S. tshapliensis. The fifth
species is Anatoma philippiana (Semper), previously known from the Paleogene
of Western Europe; some features of its morphology, limits of variability and
distribution are refined.
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Ilaneonmonoeuueckuii uncmumym Poccuiickoii Axademuu Hayk,
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Paccmarpusatotcs Bonpocbl cuctematnku cemenctsa Scissurellidae. Uckonaemsbie
cumccypennmpbl ¢ Tepputopun 6biBwero CCCP go cux He ykasbiBanuch. 3pech

ONMUCLIBAIOTCA NATb BMAOB poOAad cunuccypennup m3 MaHAPHMKOBCKKUX cnoes (BerHMi

soueH) [Henponertposcka. Yertsipe Bupa — Hosbie: Scissurella cupelliformis,
S. dolioliformis, S. tinaeformis, S. tshapliensis; pns natoro supa — Anafoma
philippiana Semper, ussectHoro u3 naneoreHa 3anapHon Esponbi, yTouHstoTCH
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Cumccypermam (Gastropoda, Scissurellidae) BepxHero 3omeHa YKpauHb

ocobeHHOCTH MopdonorumM, PasmMax M3MEHYMBOCTH, PacnpoOCTpaHeHue.

INTRODUCTION

Recent representatives of Scissurellidae Gray,
1847 are rather common in seas of all latitudes.
Some years ago, fossil scissurellids were do-
ubtlessly known only from Cenozoic. Accor-
ding to “Treatise...” [1960}, Scissurella exists
since the late -Cretaceous, but the Danian
stage was probably meant, which had been
formerly included into Cretaceous and is now
considered as the earliest Paleogene. Haszp-
runar [1989] cited the personal communication
of K. Bandel about the Triassic record of
scissurellids and assumed their Paleozoic ori-
gin. Conti and Monari [1991] described a
species of Scissurella from the Lower Jurassic
of Turkey, but they did not exclude that in
reality it is a representative of Eotomariidae.
Sohl [1992] described a scissurellid species

from the Upper Cretaceous (Maastrichtian)
of Puerto Rico and Jamaica.

However, even in the Cenozoic faunal as-
semblages, scissurellids are seldom found. Ap-
parently, this is primarily explained by small
size and fragility of their shells that are re-
corded only in deposits characterized by the
best conditions of fossilization. The known

“distribution of scissurellids in the Europaean

Paleogene is shown in Table 1.

We see that in each of these assemblages
the family is represented by one or two species.
From the Cenozoic of the former USSR scis-
surellids are described for the first time. They
were found in only one locality — Tshapli
(or Rybalsk) quarry inside Dnepropetrovsk city,
in the Upper Eocene (Priabonian) Mandri-
kovka Layers, where they are represented by
five species. It seems that so many species



