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The morphology of the anterior alimentary system of Volutomitra alaskana Dall is
described. It agrees in most details with published accounts for four other species within
Volutomitridae. All volutomitrids studied to date possess a cuticularized, funnel-shaped
jaw, and a medially-furrowed chitinous shield ventral to the buccal mass. Within
Neogastropoda, the presence of tubular jaw has previously been reported only in the
Cancellarioidea. The chitinous shield appears to be unique to Volutomitridae. Based on
the morphology of the jaw, chitinous shield and radula, we propose a mechanism for
their function, and suggest that Volutomitridae are suctorial feeders. This hypothesis is
supported by additional similarities between the mid-esophagus of Volutomitridae and
Cancellarioidea, which are known to be suctorial feeders.
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Onucana Mopdosorus MUINEBAPATEIBPHON CHCTEMBI MEPETHEr0 OTHAEA MUIICBAPH-
TeJbHOM cucteMbl Volutomitra alaskana Dall. B menoM oHa oueHp 6/1M3Ka K TaKOBOH,
onucaHHOM B Jurepatype maid 4 BugoB Volutomitridae. Bce msyueHHBIE K HACTOSOIEMY
MOMEHTY BOJIIOTOMHUTPUABI MMEIOT KYTHKYJM3UPOBAHHYI0 BOPOHKOBHIHYIO UEIIOCTH U
MEIMAIbHO BOTHYTHIA XMTHHOBHIMA IIATOK, PACHOJAralOMMIACS BEHTPAJIbHO OT OyKKajb-
HOit Maccel. TpyOkoBuaHas uemocts y Neogastropoda panee ObLia HaleHa TOJBKO Y
Cancellarioidea. XuTHHOBBI MHUTOK OKa3bIBAETCHS YHUKAJBHBIM M1 Volutomitridae. Ha
OCHOBAaHMM MOPGOJOrMH YEIIOCTH, INUTKA M pPagy./sl Mpeamosaraercs, uro Voluto-
mitridae IBASIOTCS COCYIIUMHU. DTA THNIOTE3a MOATBEPXKAAETCS JOTOJHUTEABHBIMHA YEp-
TamMu cxoacTtsa Mopdosornu cpegHero numesona y Volutomitridae m Cancellarioidea.
Ilns mocieqaux OBLIO MOKA3aHO, YTO OHU COCYT KPOBb PHIO.



